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In Mare and the Things that Matter, Mare and her grandma have a ball whenever they
are together. They are both equally greedy, impatient and restless, whether they are
eagerly scoffing biscuits or telling each other stories. But then grandma suddenly fallsiill
and when she wakes up she has lost her words. The grown-ups give up on her, but Mare
‘reads in grandma’s eyes what she wants to say’ and ‘plucks the letters from her mouth:
When grandpa passes away, Mare and her grandma sail away on a sea of tears. Mare and
her grandma visit grandpa’s coffin and calmly say their farewells together.

Tine Mortier tells a sensitive story that makes you smile, but gives you goose bumps
too. Far from the realms of cliché, she shows how a sharp young girl copes with difficult
themes like ageing and death, how she tries to communicate with her sick grandmother
through drawings and making her ‘crooked things’, how she does everything to try to
make her grandmother like she was before. Mortier’s best depiction of the unbreakable
bond between Mare and her grandma is to be found in the almost wordless leave-taking
from grandpa.

This emotional high pointis reinforced by Kaatje Vermeire’'s stunning illustrations.
In contrast to earlier work, Vermeire uses an abundance of colour, and playfully
accompanies this with a good eye for detail. And yet her powerful images are never
overly explicit, Vermeire gives the readers plenty of room for interpretation. Mare and
the Things that Matter is the third book by this highly promising illustrator, who already
has her own trademark style and has crossed boundaries and surprised with each piece
sofar.

On theillustrator’s debut:

The unique illustrations and images radiate a level of thought
and maturity you wouldn texpectto ndinadebutant.
Flemish newspaper De Standaard

One can only admire the full page illustrations and feel awe for the daring compositions.
review website Pluizuit

Vermeire displays talent thatin this rstwork immediately gives
evidence of craftsmanship, vision and great sensitivity.
Flemish newspaper De Morgen

Kaatje Vermeire (1981) works with materials she finds at flea markets and
inold bookshops. In her collages she refashions old and new, strange and
familiarinto unusual but strikingimages. In 2008, she received a Flemish
Book Feather Award for her debut, The Woman and the Little Boy (with Geert
De Kockere, De Eenhoorn).

Tine Mortier (1970) teaches Creative Writing and Drama at the Stedelijk
Conservatorium in Kortrijk. She writes picture books and children’s fiction.
She also writes for children’s magazines and reviews both children’s

and adultfiction.
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