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The virgin and the negro is truly
brilliant. It is a good story, well
written and expertly drawn.
VTM Flemish Television Company

Judith Vanistendael has

her book in black-and-white,
lightly brushed in a style that
is somewhat reminiscent of
Craig Thompson of Blankets.
The brush gives momentum
to the drawings.

The Volkskrant newspaper
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Thevirginand the negro - Papa and Sophia is about the relationship of the author
with a Togolese political refugee. It based on Bericht uit de burcht (Message from

the fortress), a short story by her father, the Flemish writer Geert Van Istendael. He
gives vent to his feelings about the relationship of his daughter with a black boy.
Recognisable, consistent, and yet thoughtfully, he recounts things that would not be
amatter-of-course for any father. Vanistendael, the daughter, translated his story
into an enjoyable, owing and exceptionally readable cartoon. To get the whole story,
the reader must wait for part two, The virgin and the negro - Abou and Sophia. In it
Vanistendael describes the relationship from her own perspective, that of a girl in
love.

The virgin and the negro begins with a domestic scene. Father is reading the
newspaper; mother is worried about her daughter. She is nineteen and didn t come
home the night before. When Sophia shows up, she shouts it from the rooftops: she s
in love, with Abou.

And then the story begins, about a father who, little by little, in spite of prejudice
and practical objections, takes up for a Togolese boy, a political refugee and,
coincidentally, the friend of his daughter. But the struggle to be recognised as a
political refugee, and thus to get a visa and work, is futile for the time being. In
the nal analysis, getting married is the best solution, father is told by a relief
organisation.

Father sees nothing to celebrate. But when daughters get married, mothers want a
celebration. And yes, | love your daughter. With all my heart, Abou persuades father
over a late-night beer from the refrigerator. The wedding is planned. And there will be
acelebration.

Judith Vanistendael (1974) creates comics that have to do with life asit really
is. She is a mother of two children and has lived in Brussels since she was ve.
Vanistendael studied at the Hochschule der K nste in Berlin, earned an academic
7 degree in art sciences from the University of Gent,
did postgraduate studies on Latin Americain
Seville, and followed the comic strip course at the
Sint Lukas art school in Brussels. Experts call her
semi-autobiographical debut strip a sensation.
The virgin and the negro  Papa and Sophia got
full-page interviews and rave reviews in all of the
Flemish newspapers and has already attracted the
attention of large publishers in other countries.






