
�Olivier Schrauwen is some 
sort of post-modern comics 

genius. My boy reads like an 
undiscovered classic.�

The Comics Reporter website

�The most innovative Flemish 
debut of the last decade. 

The work of a nonconformist 
prodigy.�

Knack magazine

�It is a short book, its �ve 
chapters �lling only 64 pages, 

but that�s just as much space as 
it needs to be disquieting, and 

touchingly sad.�
Journalista! review website
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My Boy is a collection of �ve tragicomic short stories about a wealthy father and his 

physically underdeveloped son. The father �gure is a jovial aristocrat, cordial and 

exuberant, who tries to accept his son as he is. But the red-haired pre-schooler hardly 

talks, is as big as a �nger puppet and is equipped with exceptionally spindly limbs and 

large ears.

The album evokes the atmosphere of American newspaper comic strips at the 

beginning of the 20th century. That sweet, dated style takes one by surprise, and 

gives added intensity to Schrauwen�s playful nightmares. The atmosphere, colouring 

and drawing style are reminiscent of Winsor McCay, the creator of Little Nemo. 

Like McCay, Schrauwen steers his little character through absurd fantasy stories, 

surrounds him with many animals and strange creatures, and creates several McCay-

like architectural masterpieces. 

The �rst few pages look like cartoon slapstick, but tell an extremely black and morbid 

story. An incompetent gynaecologist murders a woman as she is giving birth. In the 

following scenes, the women falls out of her cof�n as she is being buried. At that 

same moment, the baby leaves her body and falls into the open grave. The father 

notices the child just in time: My boy.

We follow the father and son in their adventures in Flemish cities like Antwerp 

or Bruges. The defenceless son, who is always dressed in a lovely blue playsuit, 

unintentionally creates chaos everywhere he goes. Danger is always lurking, and 

the father tries to protect his boy. Everything relates to that theme: the concern of a 

father for his son. A silly, exaggerated father and a ludicrous, paltry son, but a parent 

and child, in spite of everything. 

Olivier Schrauwen (1977) is without a doubt one of Flanders� greatest comic 

artists. He made his �rst comic when he was nine. �The story and the characters 

were no trouble at all. The biggest challenge was � drawing the boxes.� Schrauwen 

studied animation in Gent and completed a graphics 

education at Sint Lukas in Brussels. To earn his living 

he creates animations for television. My boy is his 

�rst graphic novel. It was awarded a prize as the best 

debut in Flanders, and it was among the nominations 

for the prestigious AngoulŒme 2007 prizes. The book, 

which was originally written in English, has also been 

published in French (Mon �ston, Editions de l�An 2). 

Polish, German and Scandinavian publishers have 

shown an interest.




